Allotments Association

Summer Newsletter 2018

AGM 2018 Report
Including news of events and achievements

The turnout for our 2018 AGM must have broken records as
about 80 members gathered in the Good Shepherd Halll.
Our Chairman reported on the changes to the Committee
and thanked those departing; Margorie McCartney
(secretary), Ted Ayers-Hunt (Birchall Field rep), Matt &
Sarah Griffiths (Longs field reps) and the impending
departure of Brian & Christine Styles (treasurer & plot
manager). He also welcomed Steve Soffee & Phil Hopkins to
their posts of plot manager & treasurer to be taken up in the
summer.

He thanked Katharine Alsop for her work on the new H&DAA
beekeeping policy.

He reported the current negotiations regarding the H&DAA
25-year lease with BCC.

Our Treasurer reported a healthy financial state. The cost of
estate management has been kept down due to the efforts of
a dedicated team of volunteers.

He reported that we no longer receive £7000 annually from
BCC and under the new lease we will be responsible for all
maintenance on our sites.

Full audited accounts are available to members on request.
HDAA Centenary Jeremy lles spoke of the Centenary
Project of which he was the coordinator. A group was formed
and met periodically under the guidance of Pete Clee.
Volunteers gave about 200 hours.

An archive of recordings and videos will be deposited in
Bristol records office.

One of the events was a communal apple harvest with fallen
fruit being collected and made into juice and cider. (This may
become an annual event)

A leaflet has been produced - this was available at the
meeting — and Janice Tye, the designer and publisher has
offered HDAA a new web site

Jeremy has contacted the Heritage Lottery to fund similar
research on other Bristol allotments — he would welcome
volunteers.

Jeremy thanked Pete Clee for managing the project.

Community Garden Report:

The report was given by Pete Clee

e The bale house caught fire but will be repaired.

e Thanks to all who sent donations with their rent.

e A new solar pump has enabled all Golden Hill to be
on the ground water system — maybe even through
the summer.

o Please contact Pete about any problems with gate
padlocks

o The hauling ways will need work this year.

¢ He thanked Jeremy lles for the Centenary Project
work.

BCC Allotments Officer: Janet Hathway thanked HDAA for
running so well.

She mentioned the Data Protection act - is it relevant to
allotment associations? (unfortunately, yes).

She thinks it unlikely that there will be any more money from
BCC

BCC has 90% occupancy of plots and waiting lists are down.
There are no plans currently to sell any allotment land.
Presentation of prizes: The Chair introduced Phyllis
Brooks who presented the prizes. Prizes were awarded as
follows:

Ted Hill cup (for plot holder making the most progress in the
1styear of tenancy (January 2015-2016) was awarded to
David and Pauline Battrick (29 Birchall field).

Field prizes (new tenants who have made good progress):
Pippa Bell (14a Longs field)

The Phyllis Brooks award for outstanding service to the
Association was awarded to Phil Hopkins for his work on the
Centenary Project.

Guest Speaker: Tim Scoones, a naturalist, film maker and
broadcaster and the original series producer of Springwatch
gave a wonderful talk about the importance of gardens and
allotments to the survival and sustenance of wildlife. Tim has
a plot on Golden Hill and his talk was beautifully illustrated
with pictures that many of us recognized.

A full transcript of the draft minutes is available at:
http://horfieldanddistrictallotments.co.uk



http://horfieldanddistrictallotments.co.uk/

General News

Election of officers

At the March committee meeting the following
officers were elected:

Chairman: Neil Pirie.

Deputy Chairman: Pete Clee

Treasurer: Brian Styles

Secretary: Sarah Rhodes

Changes of Personnel

The coming year is going to see further changes
to our committee. Last year we welcomed as field
reps Wendy, Guy and Dominic on Longs, and
Tony on Birchall.

Managing our new website is Phil Hopkins who
will also take over as treasurer from September.
Retiring this year will be our treasurer, Brian, our
plot manager, Christine, and our secretary Sarah,
Steve Soffe, who is already a committee member,
has volunteered to take on the plot management.
Please see the sits vac ad for details of how to
apply for the post of secretary.

one of these, but you wish to continue as a
member of the Association, send your £5.00 to
H&DAA,6 Dentwood Grove, BS9 2QH. If we do
not hear from you by the end of June we will
assume you have retired and will not send you
any more newsletters. This does not apply to plot
holders who have paid rent; your sub is included
in your rent bill.

Reduced Rents: If you are in receipt of a means
tested benefit you may be entitled to a rent
reduction. Applications must be processed by the
City Council. To obtain an application form visit
BCC web site, see your Field Rep or call
Christine on 3301639. It is important that you do
this before the end of August, don’t leave it until
your rent bill arrives.

We say this every year but...
Bonfires- It is now closed season until November
No dumping anything on the Community
Garden compost bins at the car park (NOR taking
any residual compost until further notice).

Toilet at car park Golden Hill, PLEASE shut the
door & keep clean & tidy.

Situations Vacant
Applications are invited for the posts of:
Secretary/Minutes Secretary to the Horfield &
District Allotments Association.
The job involves taking minutes, dealing with
correspondence, booking the hall for the AGM
and one or two other bits and bobs. There is no
remuneration other than job satisfaction and
getting to work with a friendly and interesting
bunch of people. For more details contact your
field rep, or Sarah.
Newsletter Editor
To edit the twice-yearly newsletters. An
opportunity to express your gardening prejudices.
Attendance at committee meetings would be
helpful but not essential for this post
Contact Christine for more details.
Field rep Baptist
We are still short of one field rep for Baptist

SPECIAL MENTION FOR PETROL STRIMMERS

Although it is important to keep plots and paths
tidy and free from being overrun by persistent
weeds like brambles and couch grass, it is also
extremely annoying to many plot holders and our
neighbours to have the noise of a petrol strimmer
spoiling the ambience of the allotments.

Petrol strimmers emit noise at a particularly high-
pitched frequency which causes noise pollution to
many. It has been agreed that petrol strimmers
should only be used between the hours of 10
am and 12pm on any day of the week. It is
recommended that 30minutes should be the
maximum duration for a strimming session.

Notices
Work Parties Golden Hill
Watch notice boards for the resumption of work in
the autumn.

Resolutions for AGM 2019 should be
submitted to the secretary before the
December committee meeting (Dec 10t")

H&DAA on Facebook
To join Horfield and District Allotment Association
Chat search Facebook for the title, follow the link
on the H&DAA website, or go directly to
www.facebook.com/groups/handdaa
The group is open to any allotment holders in the
Association fields, and is for allotment related
chat, questions, swaps and sharing.

Know what’s happening in:
H&DAA: http://horfieldanddistrictallotments.co.uk
HOCO: www.community-orchard.org.uk
GHCG: www.thegoldenhillcommunitygarden.com

Ashley Down Shop —
For all gardening supplies
Open to H&DAA members
Saturday & Sunday: 10.30am —12md
[Foot of Station Road]

Associate Members: Several members have not
paid their annual subscription for 2018. If you are



http://horfieldanddistrictallotments.co.uk/
http://www.community-orchard.org.uk/
http://www.thegoldenhillcommunitygarden.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/handdaa

H&DAA website

The new website is now live on
www. horfieldanddistrictallotments.co.uk.

If you haven'’t seen it already, take a look at
the new website — we think you'll like it!

We also have a new H&DAA logo which you
will see on the website, newsletter and Facebook
chat site (www.facebook.com/groups/handdaa)

Some of the things you can find on the
website:

Under Members’ Stories you can read:

e how the First World War comes to mind
for one plot holder when winter sets in
(Lia)

o why the Word War Il blackout resulted in a
new gate on Longs Field (Dick)

¢ how not to plant your potatoes and
dispose of slugs (Chris)

e why it's great to have family and children
on the allotments (Lucy)

e how to survive the 1 year on your plot

(Andrea)

and much more ......

Photos of the allotment sites in the recent
snow are featured, along with images and
descriptions of the wildlife that can be found on
the allotments.

We still have the Tips & Advice section which
lists Jobs for the Month, growing techniques and
how to cope with pest & diseases.

The Recipes section shows some amazingly
tasty ways to use your produce.

Last, but by no means least, there is a section
on our Centenary celebrations last year and some
of the discoveries we made when researching

H&DAA'’s history.
Did you know that:

e Birchall Road allotment was once a
rubbish dump and was cleared in 1931 to
make plots.

e The H&DAA allotments used to go from
the Golden Hill site over Bishop Road and
down as far as Logan Road

o H&DAA's first site was Buffalo Bill’s field
and Muller Road was built over it in the
1920s; Bristol Rugby Club took over the
rest of the site.

e The furthest afield H&DAA allotment site
was next to Southmead Hospital

e Inthe 1920s H&DAA won the Challenge
Shield for the Best Allotment Estate in
Bristol. It also won many awards for Best
Collection of Vegetables at Shows!

We would also welcome contributions to the
website, so if you have an interesting photo, or
would like to write a short article, please contact
info@horfieldanddistrictallotments.co.uk
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Golden Hill Community Garden
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The Golden Hill Community Garden had another
great year last year with our best carrots ever and
a space buzzing with people! This year we'll be
running our usual lovely Tuesday toddler groups
and afterschool club, our holiday club and for
families with children with special educational
needs and their siblings we a monthly Sunday
club and Thursday holiday club. Everyone and
anyone is welcome to pop down any Wednesday
betweenl0am-4pm to come and get involved,
drink tea, and share the harvest. We'll still be
selling veg and flower seedlings in June and
compost is for sale down in the carpark. Thank
you to all the plot holders who come down and
give us their support at (or at least tolerance of!)
our events through the year, it's really
appreciated!

Thank you
to all our plot holders who took the
opportunity to donate to the Community
Garden when paying their rent bill.
You raised over £500.

Big birthday news from Horfield
Organic Community Orchard

Did you know that Bristol's pioneering community
orchard marks its 20" birthday this year? Plot holders,
their families, and friends are invited to celebrate
Horfield Organic Community Orchard (HOCO) at
two upcoming community events.

Midsummer Orchard Open Day - part of the Get
Growing June 2018 Garden open days, organised by
Bristol Food Network.

Saturday 16 June, 2018, 1 - 5pm

New this year - Orchard Learning Programme &

free taster sessions

New - Home Orchard Plot - now planted and

happily toddling along at 18 months old. Be inspired to
grow more fruit in small spaces.

e Puzzled by fruit tree pruning, pests, or
diseases? Pop along to an Orchard Learning
taster session on Saturday 16 June. See the
HOCO website for more details.

e Orchard members on hand to answer fruit
growing questions.

¢ Homemade cakes, refreshments, produce and
plants are for sale.

The Orchard Learning Programme is a new
project being developed to mark the HOCQO’s 20t
anniversary. This practical, orchard-based course
started in February 2018. Participants are learning how
to look after over 100 different fruiting trees, bushes
and vines, and playing an active part in organising the
orchard. The course was oversubscribed and seems
very likely to be offered again in 2019.

4 Apple Day
=% Sunday 21 October 2018, 2 - 4pm
; e Featuring our wonderful Apple Tasting

Table — with more than 20 varieties to
sample.

¢ Home Orchard Plot information display

e Make juice and make merry with the local
Pigsty Morris team.

e Fresh pressed juice, homemade cakes,
produce, plants, and fruit trees for sale.

e Sign up for Orchard Learning 2019
courses

®* The Orchard is in Davis Field. To find the entrance

barest postcode BS7 8JP) Walk down the lane

ide 22 Kings Drive (between Bishop Road &

llaway Avenue), turn left and it’s the first gate on the
nt.

A OR Take the lane beside 134 Longmead Avenue until

come to the last gate on the left

y r more information: www.community-orchard.org.uk

E~mail:info@community-orchard.org.uk
Phone: 0117 373 1587
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