
Beekeeping policy for Horfield and District Allotment 
Association  

HDAA is keen to encourage pollinators on it’s sites to increase crop yields and encourage 
biodiversity.  
Bees make a wonderful addition to any allotment site as they play a critical role in the 
pollination of so many plants, especially fruit crops. Higher yields and better quality 
produce will result from having hives near your site. It should be noted that honey bees are 
only one of a huge number of pollinators and that there are some potential risks associated 
with beekeeping, particularly on fields that have public access or are surrounded by homes. 

Please note as detailed in the tenancy agreement, the allotment garden cannot be used for 
any trade or business whatsoever. 

Anyone who would like to keep bees on one of the fields needs to apply in writing and  
obtain permission  in writing from the committee beforehand and we would expect the 
following conditions be met.  

The Beekeeper  

1. Beekeeper must be a Tenant. Any person keeping bees on an Allotment Plot 
must be a Tenant and is bound by the Allotment Tenancy Agreement in addition 
to this agreement. 

2. Should be registered with BBKA which will provide them with insurance. 
http://www.bristolbeekeepers.org.uk 

3. Members starting to keep bees on the allotment sites after the introduction of 
this policy (September 2017) should have passed their beginners basics exam 
prior to commencing  keeping bees on an HDAA site. (Practical assessment of 
competence by BBKA)  

https://www.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments/basic_assessment  

4. Be registered with BeeBase and provide the committee with their registration 
number. http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm  

The Apiary site  

http://www.bristolbeekeepers.org.uk
https://www.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments/basic_assessment
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm


1.Should be at edge of field or away from a flight path over surrounding plots 
or communal areas.  

2. Should have agreement of surrounding adjacent plot holders when set up.  
We would expect agreement to be obtained by the field rep not the beekeeper.  

Additionally  new plot holders on plots adjacent  or near to existing apiary sites 
should be made aware of these when being offered a plot. 

3. Should have fine mesh netting or hedging on all sides  with no gaps, up to 
height of 2 meters in order to ensure bees fly at above head height on leaving 
hives and to provide an added deterrent to accidental intruders or vandals.  The 
mesh netting must be maintained in good working condition. 

4. Should   be actively managed  by the beekeeper to maintain good temper in 
the bees and not cause any nuisance or annoyance to neighbours. 

5. Strains of Bees. Only ‘gentle' strains of bees will be kept, and if the bees 
become aggressive or exhibit excessive ‘following’ tendency, the 
Beekeeper will follow BBKA guidance to eliminate or reduce the problem.  
If it is felt that any colony within the apiary has become overly defensive 
or otherwise un- manageable then the Beekeeper must contact their Local 
Bee Association and/or their Bee Health Advisors to establish a suitable 
course of action.  

6.The beekeeper should maintain their equipment in good order. 
(Equipment with holes allowing more than one entrance leads to 
aggressive and defensive bees - not something we want on allotments).  

7. Should have the mobile telephone number of the beekeeper clearly displayed 
on the outer fence, (and the individual hive in the case of shared sites) and on 
the central field notice board so that they can be easily contacted at short notice 
in case of problems.  
If the beekeeper is away they must display their deputy /substitute’s mobile 
number in the same place - laminated to protect against weather.  

Landline or email is not appropriate as if the beekeeper may be away or out for 
several hours.  

 8. Should not have any spare wax or comb exposed on the allotment as this 
leads to robbing behaviour by bees and potential spread of disease.  

9. Maintenance of apiary. 



An apiary must be maintained and kept in a good condition. Beekeepers must 
keep the grass/vegetation/weeds bordering their apiary cut to a  
reasonable length to allow free passage by other allotment holders on the site.  
Management and manipulations of the hives within the apiary must be at 
reasonable times where possible, to minimise disturbance to other allotment 
plots. The Beekeeper is encouraged to liaise with adjacent Allotment Plot 
holders in order to facilitate this.  

 Number of Hives per field  

Should not exceed 3 per acre.  

In the case of complaints about beekeeping  

Speak to your field rep. If it is decided that hives should be moved during the 
summer months we will aim to give the beekeeper 4 weeks notice in order that 
a suitable venue can be located to re- site the hive.  

The Committee reserve the right to review and update the policy 
periodically subject to 4 weeks notice prior to introducing any changes. 

Agreement between beekeeper and the committee for keeping bees on 
H&DAA sites 



I  (name in capitals)                                                    

   have read and agree to abide by the Horfield and District Allotments 
association beekeeping policy  as published on the H&DAA website whilst 
keeping Bees on one of the association sites. I understand that failure to do 
so may result in the  removal/ destruction of  the bees and equipment and 
termination of the Tenancy Agreement.  

Signed (Beekeeper) 

Plot/site: 

Mobile telephone number: 

BBKA registration number: 

BeeBase registration number: 

Date 

Signed  (Committee member) : 

Date:


